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FOX AND HOUND THEATRE COMPANY

TOUR PACK

27 WAGONS FULL OF COTTON
TALK TO ME LIKE THE RAIN AND LET ME LISTEN

THE FAT MAN'S WIFE 6:

Experience the exciting opportunity to

watch the skill of this lauded American

writer, whos' work is as relevant today
as when first written.

Fox and Hound Theatre
Company are proud to present A
Trio of Tennessee Williams,
featuring three of Williams' lesser
performed works: The Fat Man'’s
Wife, Talk to Me Like the Rain
and Let Me Listen & 27 Wagons
Full of Cotton.

These three pieces showcase
the range and complexity of
both the writer, and the
characters he creates; focusing
specifically on his talent to write
strong and powerful females
trapped in difficult situations.

Williams explores the breadth of
entrapment faced by women and how
society, deprivation and desperation
can lead to dark consequences.

“An opportunity to awaken
from passivity and
indifference”
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The Fat Man's Wife
Short Copy

Vera and husband Joe, an influential
theatre producer, return from a
fashionable party. Joe, an irrepressible
type, has had the better time of the two,
whiling away the hours with the bold
and beautiful of Broadway. An exciting
young playwright, Dennis, has paid court
to Vera, and decided to quit New York for
Acapulco wanting Vera to join him,

steering by the stars.

Setting

The Cartwright's Penthouse Flat

The early hours of New Years Day
1938

Company Landing Page

Dennis Merriwether- Massimiliano Acerbi
Vera Cartwright- Helen Fox
Below: Joe Cartwright- Codge Crawford

e Plot

At Greenbaum’s New Years Eve bash, Joe, a
producer, has spent the evening flirting and playing
leapfrog with Esmeralda Duncan, Broadways new
leading lady, whilst Vera, his wife, has quietly hidden
herself away in the breakfast room chatting with up
and coming writer Dennis Meriwether.

It's now the early hours of New Years Day and we
join Joe and Vera as they arrive home. It is soon clear
to all that Joe intends to have a clandestine meeting
with Esmeralda, leaving Vera home alone, but not
for long. Dennis soon arrives to sweep Vera off her
feet and convince her to run away with him,
exploring the world together. Will he convince her to
leave before Joe returns?

https:/ [www.pcmimmersive.co.uk/fah.html
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Talk to Me Like the Rain and

Let Me Listen

Short Copy

In economic depression, a couple find
themselves in a cycle of deprivation.

They have ravaged appearances and
the scene between them is one of
eternal repetition, where emotional
content is worn out and they live in

the acceptance of something
hopelessly inalterable.

Setting

A studio flat
New York
1930's

It is important to mention
that these sets are sectional
and can be altered to suit

almost any space, pared back

for small studios or fully set for

end-on prosceniums.
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e Plot

This play is a poetic walk through isolation.

The man spends his benefits each week on alcohol,
waking from his bender in unknown places and
abused by unknown people. He recounts his
fractured memories, passed around like a dirty
postcard, before expecting the comfort of the
woman's words to lull him off to a peaceful sleep.
The woman is left at home, not eating, only drinking
water. Staring out of the window, she fantasises
about escaping her life to be alone by the sea, with
the breeze picking her up and carrying her away
from the desperate loneliness.

https:/ f[www.pcmimmersive.co.uk/fah.html
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27 Wagons Full of Cotton

Short Copy

A cotton gin down the road mysteriously
burns down. In desperate financial times,
it appears that the rules of business are
different. Do two wrongs make a right?
A dysfunctional relationship is at the
centre of this disturbing look at abuse :
and how one woman may find a silver 4

lining in a desperate situation. Jake Meighan- Codge brow;;rd

Flora Meighan- Helen Fox
Below: Silva Vicarro- Massimilano Acerbi

Al vaa ;’ !;__ —

Setting
The Meighan’s Farm Cottage ¢ Plot
Blue Mountain Mississippi Jake Meighan leaves the house, briefly, before

returning to find Flora stewing on the porch.
Flora witnesses a neighbour’s cotton gin burn down,
whilst awaiting Jake's return. The pair play out a
. sickly sweet and violent game of obedience, but can
Content Warning Flora play along?
The next day, Jake introduces Flora to Silva,
manager of the cotton gin, and bids her make him
comfortable. What follows is a dangerous cat and
e 3 Demeste vielanes, Use ef e mou§e gam'e between the naive Flora and the
aggrieved Silva.

racial slur & Sexual violence When Jake returns later that evening, Flora can be
found hysterical on the porch, Jake remains elated
and steadfast in his decision, but changed by her

experience forever.

1933

Play 2- Alcoholism, Neglect, Cruelty

(Unseen)




PRODUCTION INFORMATION

2

TALK TO ME LIKE THE RAIN AND LET ME LISTEN
THE FAT MAN'S WIFE

Running Order
Act 1
The Fat Man’'s Wife

&

Talk to Me Like the Rain and Let Me Listen
Interval

Act 2
27 Wagons Full of Cotton

Running Time
2 Hours, including interval

Age Guidance 14+ Optional Post Show Q&A (20 Mins est)

Team
Producer- Helen Fox We.l|ke to offer a Q&A gfter gll of our performances, it
is a great opportunity to include the audience,
letting them know how important they are to the
experience and that their feedback is valued. It is
Stage Manager & Set Builder- informal and led by the audience. They are given

Codge Crawford time to leave should they wish and then we open up
- . . the floor.

Designers- Fiona McKeon, Ellie e foor

Jay Stevens & Helen Fox

Director & Technical Manager-
Ellie Jay Stevens

e “..Thought-provoking & the Q&A

added alot...”
Cast
Codge Crawford
Joe Cartwright
Man GCSE & A- Level Students (Williams is a syllabus
Jake Meighan writer)
35+ Theatre goers
Massimiliano Acerbi Fans of Classic Theatre and Writers
Bayaiaia Marteae: Fans of F§m|n|st Facing Theatrg
. . Fans of Disabled and/or neurodiverse led
Silva Vicarro .
companies

Helen Fox
Vera Cartwright
Woman
Flora Meighan

https://www.instagram.com/foxandhoundtheatre
company/views

https://www.facebook.com/FoxandHoundTheatre

Email: foxandhoundtheatrecompany@gmail.com
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION

TALK O ME LIKE THE RAIN AND LET ME LISTEN
THE FAT MAN'S WIFE

Full Technical Rider Available

As with the staging, all technical requirements are
adaptable to the capacity of each venue.

Generally we're looking at:

10 states, across 3 plays and 1 special (the look of an
explosion and fire in the distance, usually a small

chase or similar)

Our preference is for a get-in of no later than 12pm, as

there are 3 plays to tech but we are flexible.

REVIEWS

From a variety of venues

A Stirring Exploration of Entrapment and
Control

Taken together, and with the support of
Ellie Jay Stevens’ emotionally intelligent
directing throughout, the pieces make for
a compelling, impressionistic look at
control and entrapment that lingers long
after the actors leave the stage.

Sophia Holme- Dailyinfo

The sustained applause at the curtain call
is undoubtedly a seal of approval for this
bold and brilliant piece of theatre.

Milan Perera- Epigram

| have not found Tennessee Williams so
accessible previously. This company
brought it to life with such skill. The
juxtaposition of the 3 plays worked
perfectly, as the themes complimented
one another and led to a spectacular final
scene. The company is one to watch!

An impressive, thought provoking and
searingly relevant evening of theatre
@theatre_fox @tfttheatres @A trio of
Tennessee Williams'...

A Powerful Performance
Relevant themes
Williams' work treated with integrity

“Vital theatre exploring largely unknown Tennessee Williams
plays
Brilliantly acted, disturbing and profound with messages that
speak to us today as loudly as they did decades ago”.

Audience Club Reviews:

5/5 So good to see these short plays which were unknown to me.
The final play was brilliant but quite shocking for its content and |
never knew Tennessee Williams wrote like this. Now I'm
wondering how the play was received when it was written. Very
thought provoking. Really enjoyed this production.

5/5 What a gem to watch lesser known works of Tennessee
Williams staged in such a beautiful way. A very unexpected way to

spend a Saturday evening. Thank you.

5/5 This was very powerful. Superb acting. All three plays were
totally engrossing. Go see it! (One more night).

Read our 5-star review from the Epigram here

E |
|


https://epigram.org.uk/tennessee-williams-trio-by-fox-and-hounds-theatre-company-at-redgrave-theatre-a-tour-de-force-of-theatre-that-explores-the-perennial-themes-of-power-sex-and-agency/
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FOX AND HOUND THEATRE COMPANY

THE COMPANY

OUR STORY

Fox and Hound Theatre are a small
disabled and or neurodiverse, female
led touring company fromm Dumfries
and Galloway, south west Scotland.
We were founded in 2015.

The formation was borne out of a
limited local arts scene and a desire to
write and create work; which can be
difficult when you face many barriers.

We undertake a variety of productions ,

exploring comedy (script, stand up : o NN

and sketch), site specific, promenade,

musical, art, absurdist and realism,

= shying' away from strong 2016 Sell out fringe run - 27 Wagons Full
themes and issues. of Cotton by Tennessee Williams

2016 Shortlisted for The Best New
Scottish Play by The Scottish Arts Club -
I'm Missing You by Helen Fox

We are driven by a desire to
communicate through theatre, to
offer ‘theatre for all’' by keeping costs

as low as possible and to work 2019 EdFringe Winner of The Derek
towards greater accessibility. Award for Best Drama — Hindsight by Jill
Franklin
-Audience Quotes Below: Company Founders

Helen Fox & Codge Crawford

“Thank you so much for the
performance, it sheds light on deeply
important themes than remain
incredibly relevant...”

“Amazing show- fantastic actors and
engaging show. Makes me want to
see more of Tennessee Williams' work
and that of the theatre co..lam a
fan!!
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FOX AND HOUND THEATRE COMPANY

THE COMPANY

Some of our
previous work

A Trio of Tennessee Wiiliams, 2023-,
London, Bristol -TfT & Redgrave, Oxford,
Cheltenham, Hexham, Edinburgh,
Marlowe

Because We Said We Would-
Craignish, Carradale, Birchvale, HAC,
2024; Alma Theatre, The Old Well,
Quarrymans', Dundee Fringe, Catstrand
2020 - 2022.

Hindsight - Parliament, 2024 in assoc
with Autism Scotland; D&G, 2024;
Edinburgh, 2019.

Wherever It Lands- Quarrymans',
Kirkcudbright & The Stove, 2022

Lot 52 (In production with Buskers)-
Stranraer & Annan, 2021

I'm Missing You- Birchvale, EdFringe
(Full Run), 2016 Theatre Royal,
Catstrand, A' The Airts, 2019

The Two Character Play- Theatre Royal,
The Print Room, Summerhall, 2019
Alice Through the Shot Glass- Castle
Douglas, 2018

27 Wagons Full of Cotton- Brighton
Fringe, Churchill Theatre, Birchvale,
EdFringe (Full Run), 2016 — 2017

lvan's Widow- Brighton Fringe, Nairn,
Oban, Skye, A' The Airts, Birchvale,
Edfringe (Full Run), 2017

Talk to Me Like the Rain and Let Me
Listen- Brighton Fringe, Nairn, Oban,
Skye, A' The Airts, Birchvale, EdFringe
(Full Run) 2017

1in2 Chance- Nairn, Oban, Skye, A' The
Airts, Birchvale, EdFringe (Full Run) 2017

Top:

Hindsight
Parliament

Bear- Ellie Stevens
Laura- Sam Fox

Right:

Wherever It Lands
D&G

Kurt Schwitters-
Codge Crawford

Below:

A Christmas Carol
Moat Brae
Scrooge- Codge
Crawford

Marley- Helen Fox
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FOX AND HOUND THEATRE COMPANY

THE COMPANY

Upcoming work

Because We Said We Would-
England Tour
Scotland Performances

Glen of Echoes-

(A Culloden Rock Musical)

Seeking Funding

Development of the work and mini
mount

Hindsight-
Seeking Funding
Scottish Schools and Open Tour,

supported by Autism Scotland Top & Right:

Because We Said

Wherever It Lands: We Would
Tam- Codge

A Hoch Schwitters Story- Crawford
Seeking Funding Jeanie- Helen Fox
National Tour and accompanying art

workshops

Below Left:
Development
image for

Glen of Echoes-
A Culloden
Musical

Mary Carroll
Codge Crawford

Below Right:
Set for Hindsight,
Newcastle




